A PAPER humbly offered to the Hion Cour of PARLIAMEN r, in Anſwer to certain 
ReEasons againſt Reviving the Act for Exportation of Leather, lately preſented unto them. 


Irſt, it is Alledged, That all the Tan'd Leather, hath in 
all former Ages been Manufactur'd in England, and none 
loſt for want of manufacturing; and many Laws have 
been made againſt Exporting Leather, and that Wooll 
and Leather are of the ſame import to this Nation. 

Anſwer. Firſt it is untruly Aſſerted, That all the Leather hath al- 
wayes been Manufactured in Exgland, for untill the more ſtrict 
prohibition in the 14" year of His Majeſties Reign that now 1s, 
abundance of Leather not manufactured was freely Exported into 
Scotland, and all the Iſles pag a, to this Kingdom; beſides much 
that was alſo Exported hence by ſtealth into foreign parts, and 
though none have been loſt for want of manufacturing, yet it hath, & 
will be an unſpeakable loſs to the Kingdom to have all the Leather 
thereof kept at an exceſſive low value, as by too much experience was 
found before Exportation thereof, and ſince the Act expired. Nor 
is Leather of the ſame Import as Wooll, for that many thouſands 
will be imployed in making Leather, and the bark of the Kingdom 
expended before it is exported; and being made Leather, ſince it 
cannot be vended in Ware, there is the ſame Reaſon to Export it 
in Leather, as to Export Cloth that cannot be vended in Garments: 

And as to the Laws about Trade, they have alwayes been altered as 
neceſſity oft-times requires; nor do the Shoomakers make Ware ac- 
cording to the Law; if they did, there would be a third part of 
tann'd Leather uſed more than is, but they ſay the times will not 
bear, nor vend it at home. 

2. Secondly, It's Alledged, the Act for Exportation of Leather 
was obtained, when by reaſon of the Sickneſs, Fire, and Dutch War, 
Trade was obſtructed, and Leather therefore low, and that after- 
ward other things grew dearer, and ſo would Leather, if it had 
not been Exported. 

Anſw. That before either Sickneſs, Fire, or Dutch War, by rea- 
{on of the ſtrict Prohibition Leather was fallen — low in va- 
lue, and after the Sickneſs, Fire, and Dxtch War was ended, inſtead 
of growing dearer, as is ſuggeſted, it fell lower and lower, as was 
made manifeſt to this Parliament; and therefore an Act was made 
to Export it, and the Act was not made during the Dutch War, as is 
_ falſly aſſerted. : 

3. Thirdly, It is Alleged, That the Act for Exportation, efſect· 
ed not the ends for which it was made, viz. the benefit of the wa, 
dom, by increafing the price of raw Hides, and Bark, and ſo conſe- 
quently the Rent and value of Land, and incouraging of breeding 
and feeding of Cattel. 

Anſw. This Allegation is notoriouſly untrue, as Gentlemen, and 
alſo Graſiers and Butchers do know]; for after the Act was made, 
Leather and raw Hides generally were advanced a Noble in a Hide, 
or more than before, as alſo Calves-skins one third, and Bark near 
one half; bur ſince the Act is expired, Hidesand Bark are fallen near 

as much as they roſe before, and will no doubt much lower if Lea- 
ther be not Exported. 

4. Fourthly, It is Alledged, That ſince Leather was Exported, 
there hath not been ſo much Ware by two parts in three, exported 
as formerly; and that if Leather be exported, many for want of 

imployment muſt go after the Leather, and ſo more will be loſt in 
the fleſh for want of People to eat it, than will be gain'd in the Hide. 

Anſw. Firſt, That before Leather was exported by an Act, there 
was not, nor could be, ſo much of Shooes, or other Ware exported 
over fea, by near one half, as in former time, before the Plantations 
had Tanners and Artificers of their own; and ſuch as have not Lea- 
ther enough of their own, yet having Artlificers will not have Ware 
but Leather, and had it from . in time of the ſtrict Prohibi- 
tion here, and alſo now have ſince our Act is expired, whereby 

| Leather in Ireland was and is much dearer than ours, to the inrich- 
ing them, and impoveriſhing us; neither hath exportation of Lea- 
ther ſo much hindered vending Ware as is pretended, for that moſt 
of our Leather was ſent to ſuch places where Wares never went, 
and were prohibited to come; nor yet in time of Exportation of 
Leather was there ſuch want of Imployment here : For firſt, there 
was no want of Leather; 2%» Wages for making Ware of Leather 
was all that time as great, if not greater than ever; and it is not like- 
iy any would leave their own Country for want of imploy, when 
ey could have ſuch wages at home. 

5. Fifthly, It is Alledged, that one hundred pound Exported in 
Leather, is two hundred loſs to the Kingdom. 

Anſw. This is only aſſerted, not any way made to appear, unleſs 
by [the Kingdom) muſt be underſtood, the rich Shoo-makers and 

urriers of London, who aſſert this untruth, and would get after 


that rate, if they could have all the Leather of the Kingdom at their | 


* 


own price, as they endeavour: And whereas alſo it is ſaid, that one 
hundred pound in Leather maketh three hundred pound in Ware 
when manufactured; This alſo is notoriouſly untrue, for it is well 
known, that the Leather of Boots and Shooes is alwayes of twice 
the value, that is given for making them; and if the gain were fo 
great, yet is there no advantage to the Kingdom, but only, to the 
Shoo-Makers. 


6. Sixthly, It is Alledged, that by Exportation of Leather, the 
Market for Leather, and conſumption thereof, will be tranſplanted 
beyond the Seas. 

Anſw. Firſt, That the laſt Act for Exportation gives not liberty to 


buy any tann'd Leather, but in open Fairs and Markets, ſearched and 
ſealed, ſo that none can have our Leather but from our Markets : 


'| Secondly, Nor can the manufacturing and conſumption of Leather be 


carried from hence, except of ſo much as cannot be vended here, and 
certainly it is for the benefit of the Kingdom to Export what cannot 
otherwiſe be vended. And whereas it is ſaid, that more Leather and 
raw Hides was heretofore imported than Leather exported, and all 
was manufactured here. 

An ſw. Firſt, That thoſe very perſons which now aſſert theſe 
things here, did in the 14" year of the King aſſert to this Parliament, 
That abundance of Leather was then exported, and fo gain'd an Act 
for more ſtrict Prohibition thereof, as by the Preamble of the ſaid 
Act is expreſſed. And whereas it is alſo further alledged, that Ireland 
did alway export their Leatherand Hides, and can do no more to 
hinder the vent of our Ware than heretofore, and that much of their 
Leather and Hides heretofore were brought hither. It is Anſwered, 
1. That of late years Ireland hath abundantly increaſed their Lea- 
ther in quantity, and much better'd it in quality, and do ſhip out far 
more than ever : 2. What Hides or Leather came from thence hi- 
ther was not in time of ſtrict Prohibition of ours, but in time of Ex- 
portation of ours; and ſince our Act is expired, neither their Leather 
nor Hides come hither, for they are dearer there than here. 

7. Seventhly, It is alſo alledged, that few except Merchants and 
Ingroſſers will get by exportation of Leather. 

Anſw. This alſo is untrue, for the moſt gain muſt needs be to the 
Kingdom, to export a Commodity of our own growth at a compe- 


| tent price, that otherwiſe muſt fall to little or reer for want of vent. 


And whereas it is Alledged, that the Tanners did print Reaſons 
heretofore, agamſt Retailing of Leather, It is Anſwered, That there 
were verytew Tanners that had any hand therein, and thoſe few were 
drawn to it by the perſwaſion of the rich Shoo-makers of London, 
whoſe ſubtle deſign was to prevent a ſupply of the poor, and fo force 
the Trade from the poor to themſelves, and bring the poor to ſerve 
them at their will: But the Honourable Houſe of Commons, at their 
laſt ſitting, in their your Wiſdom, and Charity to the poor, upon 
hearing all Sides, did then, ina Bill paſſed by them, provide for Sup- 
ply of the Poor; and therefore the rich Shoo-makers and Curriers 
now oppoſe the whole Bill, though then they and all others con- 
cerned in working of Leather, declared they could ſay nothing a- 
gainſt Exportation : And the rich Shoo-makers and Curriers of Ton- 
don do alſo by oppoſing the Bill, defign the ruine of the Trade of the 
Country Tanners, Shoo-makers and Curriers, as they have begun, by 
ſeizing Leather and Shooes dreſt and made inthe Countries, ſent u 
to London; and thoſe Tanners that before were againſt Retailing 
of Leather, do now perceive the ſubtle deſign of the rich Shoo-ma- 
kers and Curriers, and their own miſtake. 

As to the vending of bad Leather by Retailing, the Law provides 
that Shoo-makers and Curriers, and ſuch as work Leather, ſhall in all 
parts of this Kingdom be made ſearchers and ſealers, and may prevent 
it if they will; and for Importation of Wares made beyond Sea of 
our Leather, there is no ſuch thing, as themſelves did acknowledge 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, nor can it in Reaſon be thought there can 
be any ſuch thing, conſidering the charge out and in computed, nor 
is the beſt of our Leather moſtly exported as is ſaid, but the worſt, 
and the beſt may be had at the Markets as cheap as the worſt, con- 
fidering the goodneſs. 

Laſt of all, whereas they pray 7 years tryal whether they can vend 
it in Ware; It is Anſwered, that it is evident, that for 6 years after 
the ſtrict Prohibition they could not vend it in Wares. 

2. It is alſo manifeſt ſince the expiration of the Act, that they 
cannot vend it in Wares, as doth appear; Firſt, becauſe one third 
leſs of tann'd Leather is expended at home than formerly: Second- 
ly, by the great increaſe of Leather more than heretofore : Third- 
ly, by the lowneſs of the price atpreſent, and lying on Tanners hands 


Market after market which cannot be fold ; And therefore it is moſt 


Humbly pray d, the Act for Exportation may be now Revived. 


